WIVELISCOMBE MESSENGER

The end
of the
Trail!

MANY years ago,
around the inevitable
pub table, an idea was
hatched by a few
Wiveyphiles to cele-
brate the prominent
brewing history of the
town.

The chief conspirator was
Jim Laker, music, art and
beer lover and at that time a
manager of Exmoor Ales.

The sad, premature death
of Jim in 1996 prompted a
number of his friends and
co-conspirators, in memory
of his charitable attitude and

zens and the unfolding story
of the trail since that day
back in 1997 has been well
documented, as has the
involvement of the specially
formed Arts Consortium,
the support of dozens of
local residents and the fund
raising roller-coaster.

At last, Phase 2 is com-
plete. The piggybank stands
weightless and silent. The
final plagque, (pictured), by
Bronwen  Gwillim is
installed and the JLF com-
mittee is sighing with relief
at having shouldered such a
responsibility over the years
without apparent backache.

On a global scale the
plague trail is insignificant
and unexciting. It will not
bring hoards of visitors to
Wivey in search of high art
or inspiration but it does
represent the kind of com-
munity we have here which

Some may think the trail
is of no value and a waste of
money. Some may regard it
as unremarkable. The
majority however do appre-
ciate the skills and vision
necessary to produce this
quiet celebration of the
uniqueness of Wivelis-
combe.

The end of the trail? Per-
haps. There are still more
sites unmarked though, and
there is a whisper that
Jonathan Price, the new MD
at Exmoor Ales could fol-
low the example of Cotleigh
by commissioning a plaque
for the brewery.

Congratulations to every-
one who has been involved
in the pub trail plague pro-
ject.
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Wiveliscombe.

 THE BEAR INN-

10 North Street, Wiveliscombe
Tel 01984 623537

Andy, Heather and staff welcome you to the Bear

Specialising in Cask Conditioned Ales and good quality home-made
Food with a friendly family atmosphere

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY from 2.30 pm
OUTSIDE SPECIAL
The Thunderbridge Boys
Bluegrass Band

Come and enjoy this upbeat and
unique music in our large beer garden

Barbecue during music
LARGE CHILDREN'’S PLAY AREA

SUNDAY LUNCHES — Choice of beef or
Iamb + 6 veg and roast potatoes:
Adulc £5.95 & Children £3.95

Families welcome
Large beer garden with children’s play equipment
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DOGS ON LEADS WELCOME IN PUB AND ON PATIO AREAS
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