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JONES’ AUTOMOBILE
ENGINEERS LTD.
17 West Street, Wiveliscombe, Somerset TA4 2JR
Telephone: (01984) 623216/623577
Fax: (01984) 624894

Wivey’s long established
Tyre and Battery Specialist

ALL LEADING BRANDS SUPPLIED
CARS - LIGHT COMMERCIALS

4x4s - AGRICULTURAL
MICHELIN - BRIDGESTONE - DUNLOP

AVON - HANKOOK - PIRELLI
All at very competitive prices

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

UNIPART APPROVED
CAR CARE CENTRE
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We also have a well stocked Car Accessory
Shop, a good selection of Tools, Wellington

Boots — Children’s and Adults, Clothes,
Boiler Suits & Work Boots

burritt holland ltd
YOUR LOCAL ARCHITECTS, SURVEYORS,

PLANNING CONSULTANTS.

LESTER FEATHERSTONE  RIBA &
DAVID HOLLAND  MASI MCIOB MRICS

We welcome your enquiries on:
DOMESTIC WORKS & EXTENSIONS 

BARN CONVERSIONS - COMMERCIAL -
LEISURE - INDUSTRIAL

SHENSTONE HOUSE, WATERROW, 
TAUNTON, SOMERSET  TA4 2AY

Phone: 01984 623621     Fax: 01984 624551
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THE BIKE SPARES SHOP
New and Used

Motorcycle Spares

Bathpool, Taunton, TA1 2DX (Behind Creech Castle)

Tel 01823 251973 for new spares

Tel 01823 251974 for used spares 76
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MARK’S DOMESTIC
REPAIRS

For all your Repairs to
Washing Machines and Tumble Dryers
HOTPOINT, HOOVER, ZANUSSI, CREDA,
AEG, ELECTROLUX, INDESIT, PHILIPS,

BOSCH, BENDIX

Reconditioned Machines For Sale
TAUNTON 01823 283338

WIVELISCOMBE 01984 629333
76368

ACCOUNTANT
★

Accounts preparation, tax returns —
sole traders, partnerships,

limited companies
★

Call Tom Egerton on 01984 624403 
or Email: tom@tomegerton.co.uk.
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THIS year celebrates two
anniversaries in the Scout-
ing movement. The Beavers
were officially recognised
twenty years ago and the
Cubs have been in existence
for ninety years. 

Next year sees the cente-
nary of the Scouts  - that is
going to be a very busy
year. There will be opportu-
nities for people who have
been in the movement even
when they were a young
member to join in - don’t
worry, the Messenger will
keep you up to date with the
information, when all the
details are known. 

Meanwhile, both the
Beavers and the Cubs will
be having special events and
will be wearing anniversary
badges.

If anyone has any Scout-
ing memorabilia, can you

please share it with us? It
would be good if you can
share your old photographs,
press cuttings etc (in this
time of modern technology
we can soon take copies so
that you can keep your orig-
inals).  Next year we are
hoping to put on a public
display of as much history
as we can gather.

If you were a Scout, Cub
or Beaver in the past and
can remember some of your
experiences and adventures
it would be really interest-
ing to get those onto paper
-if you like we can arrange
for your reminiscences to be
recorded and typed up. 

Were you in the move-
ment locally before the
Wivey Scout HQ was
opened -where did you
meet? Were you involved in
building the current HQ?

Wivey Young Leader
runs for ‘Betty Clay’

STUART Lewis, a Young Leader for the 1st Wiveliscombe
Scout Group, is running the Taunton Half Marathon on
Sunday 2nd April 2006. 

Mayor, Councillor Richard Lees, has given all Scouting
and Guiding sections in Taunton Deane the challenge to
raise enough money to sponsor a guide dog puppy which is
to be called “Betty Clay”.

Betty Clay was the daughter of Lord Robert and Olive
Baden-Powell, who respectively formed the Scouting and
Guiding movements. Betty lived, with her husband Ger-
vase in Ford for many years and  was regarded as “one of
us”. It is very appropriate that we should help in this chal-
lenge.

The challenge for the Scouting sections is to find as
many people as possible to sponsor Stuart in his run. There
is an opportunity for the rest of you to sponsor Stuart by
going into the Community Office and filling out the spon-
sor form or give a direct contribution into the box - the
Group would appreciate any donations that you can give.

Stuart is a fit young man who successfully ran the half
marathon last year. He is currently at Richard Huish Col-
lege and will be taking his ‘A’ levels this summer.  As part
of his fitness training, he is cycling from his home in Fitz-
head to college every day.

Further information: Pam Gaines 01984 624657.

Calling 14 to 18 year olds
IF you are 14 to 18 and think it is about time to have a new
challenge, have you thought about becoming an Explorer
Scout?

No? Well consider this for a while - if you would like to
try some new activities with people of your own age in a
variety of locations, while everyone around you also under-
stands the pressures of course work etc, then maybe you
should think about joining.

To see the sort of activities you could be attempting,
look up the following web pages   http://www.tauntonex-
plorers.ik.com/ (what is available in Taunton Deane
Explorer Scouts) and

http://somersetscoutjamboree.org.uk for activities avail-
able at the Somerset County Jamboree, which takes place
over the Bank Holiday of the May half-term holiday.

The local Explorer group meets on alternative Tuesdays
in the Scout HQ from 7.15 to 9.15pm. Come along and
give it a try, more details are available from Pam Gaines
01984 624657.

patiently answered at each
stage. We now all under-
stand a little more of the
operation of an advanced
gas reactor and of the in-
built checks and balances
that are so necessary to
operate it safely - thank
you to Pauline Homeshaw
for organising the after-

noon. 
This was a thought-pro-

voking tour, especially in
the current climate where
our nation’s energy poli-
cies are again under
review. 

Incidentally, it is inter-
esting to note that it takes
some 10 years to build

such a power station, so if
we opted to expand our
nuclear power capability
now, we would see no ben-
efit for a long time,
meanwhile our present
stations would be reaching
the end of their operative
lives.

Peter Sharman

Charity stamps
Thanks to everybody for keeping me supplied with  all
types of stamps throughout the year. St. Margaret’s Hos-
pice has benefited greatly.

I am still accepting them so don’t throw your Christmas
stamps in the bin.

Save them and contact me or put them in an envelope
marked “stamps” and leave them at the Community Office.

Ken Hughes, 01984 624213

Wiveliscombe
Civic Society 

visits Hinkley B

Can you remember any
funny times when things did
not go according to plan?
Do you have memories of
everyday Scouting?

If the answer to any of
those is yes, then please let
us know and we will
arrange to share those mem-
ories.

To organise something
like this, the group is going
to need some more help so
that the Leaders can carry
on with their normal duties. 

Would anyone like to vol-
unteer to help on this? If
memories are recorded onto
mini disc can anyone audio
type? Someone needs to be
able to sort the information
and get it ready for display.
If you think you can help us
in that way, please we do
need your help.

For any offers of the
above please contact Pam
Gaines on 01984 624657. 

Looking for memories
SCOUTING NEWS

THANKS to the influ-
ence that Peter Welsh
was able to exert, we
were extremely privi-
leged to have a special
escorted tour of Hink-
ley B (an opportunity
that is no longer
extended to members
of the general public)
on the 19th January.

Peter is a Wiveliscombe
resident and until recent
years was manager of
Hinkley Point.

Our tour commenced at
1.30 pm and after a brief
introductory talk we were
issued with our personal
sets of interactive security
passes, helmets, overalls,
steel-capped shoes, safety
glasses and gloves. This
explained clearly to the
group why their shoe sizes
had been requested ahead
of time! 

Passing through a vari-
ety of security procedures,
we reached the turbine
hall, where ear-plugs were
inserted and we were con-
ducted past the enormous
(and noisy) turbines, con-
densers and generators. 

It is interesting to note
that at the time of our visit
6.34 megawatts were being
pumped into the National
Grid.

We were able to resume
normal conversation once
we were on our way to
view the control room
where the operation of the
whole site is monitored
and managed.

The tour then continued
up to a viewing area of the
charge room, where we
were able to look down on
to the reactors themselves. 

The operation of the site
was clearly explained and
our questions were

For Whom 
the Division
Bell Tolls . . .
ON 18th February 2005 men and women from all
walks of life hunted with hounds as law-abiding
citizens. They were secure in the knowledge that
they were carrying forward the tradition of cen-
turies.

They also knew that at the stroke of midnight everything
would change.

From 19th February 2005 the Mother of all Parliaments
decreed that hunting with hounds was to be an illegal pas-
time.

The purpose of this article is not to examine whether or
not this ban was an abuse of democracy (can the prejudices
of a Parliamentary majority be justly imposed upon a
minority of any nation?) but to assess, with the help of
Alun Thomas, Master Huntsman of the Taunton Vale Harri-
ers, how the hunt has fared in the first year of the ban.

A huntsman’s greatest pride is in his hounds. Their
health, welfare, and bloodlines are his abiding concerns.
Alun’s pack of West Country Harriers, a breed smaller in
stature than foxhounds, is one of only six in the world. 

The Harriers are kennelled at Huish Champflower.
Alun’s great fear, when the ban came into effect, was

that the hounds, whose pedigrees are long enough to make
the Kennel Club blush, would all have to be destroyed.

The vital question is - has the people’s support for the
Hunt survived the ban? Does that support still provide suf-
ficient income through subscriptions and donations to
ensure the survival of the Taunton Vale Harriers? Yes it
does . . .

Alun reports that subscriptions are up by some 25%: a
sure sign that country people, by a protest vote with their
cheque books, are determined not to allow their traditions,
or their hounds, to be destroyed by the ‘democratic’ vote of
those who reside in cities.

The Harrier pack goes ‘hunting’, in company with mem-
bers on horseback, on Mondays and Thursdays, chasing
down a trail laid by the huntsman.

The trail is formed, in Alun’s words, by dragging ‘a foul
concoction’ derived from the corpses of road-casualty
foxes across the countryside. The scent will last for at least
four hours.

It is a relief to many West Country people that the first
year of the ban has passed without causing too much dam-
age to rural life or its economy.

The jobs of the Huntsman and his assistants were not the
only ones under threat. If the horse population had been
seriously depleted by the strictures of the new law, other
trades and businesses, such as the farrier and the feed mer-
chant, would have been put at risk.

It is to be hoped that the old traditions will be able to
survive for another year, and for many subsequent years.

In our strange world, a famous old saying has a menac-
ing new ring to it - ‘ . . . never send to know for whom the
Bell tolls; it tolls for thee’.

One thinks of the division bell at the House of Commons
. . . it tolls, now, for the smokers, it may soon toll for the
shooters and the fishers . . . and then for whom?

Simon Turnbull 


