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1 Introduction 
Paul Weston and Aardvark EM Limited have been instructed by Wiveliscombe Area 
Partnership to undertake a scoping study with preliminary environmental assessment of a 
site known as Farmers Cleave in Wiveliscombe. 

The scoping study undertakes to develop a better understanding of the sites potential 
and economic impact on the wider environment in order to help promote the site as a 
future community asset and resource. 

The Interim Report marks the half way stage of the scoping study and presents the 
results of surveys, research and consultation undertaken to date. This report should be 
read in conjunction with The Interim Report Scoping Study by Paul Weston.  

1.1 Site Description 
Farmers Cleave comprises a 22 acres site on the western edge of Wiveliscombe, 
Somerset as shown in Plate 1 below. 

 

Plate 1. Farmers Cleave location (red outlined) 

The site lies outside of the Wiveliscombe settlement and conservation area boundaries 
and is bounded by a varied mix of hedgerow, stonewalling and multiple fencing types – 
all in varying degrees of disrepair. 

Comprising a southeast facing valley, the site slopes from 170mAOD to 125mAOD 
(approximately) from north to south and can be described as a former parkland 
landscape in need of restoration with clear signs of previously managed open grassland, 
amenity ponds and open watercourse. 
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The stream, which is a tributary of the Hillfarance Brook, runs northwest to southeast via 
a series of small pools to a culvert under the B3227. Along the route of the stream are 
two small ponds, one is on-stream (known as Fish Pond) and the other appears to be off-
stream (not directly connected) but due the overgrown dense vegetation this could not be 
confirmed. 

Plate 2. Grassland and fish pond Plate 3. Grassland and stream 

 

There are no specific structures on the site although there are footprints of buildings, 
likely to be ancillary buildings for storage or shelter.  At the top end of the site lies a 
disused reservoir and water supply system (as discussed below) – remnants of 
associated structures spill onto the site although the defined site boundary is unclear on 
the ground at this point. Running northwest to southeast across the site is an overhead 
telephone wire. 

Access to the site is from West Road (B3227), running along the southern boundary of 
the site, through an established field gate, this is the same for vehicle and pedestrians. In 
addition there is a public footpath running along the north and east boundary of the site 
and a small track, to the south, leading from the access to Abbotsfield House from which 
access appears to be gained through holes and unofficial openings within fencing that 
runs around the site. 

1.2 Key Points 
The site comprises 22 acres located on the edge of the settlement 

Access is through two farm gateways from West Road although public footpath 
runs along the eastern boundary 

There are several building footprints on the site but no complete structures 

Boundaries are in poor state of repair and a mix of stone walling, hedgerow and 
fence 

A watercourse bisects the site with a number of online man-made water features 
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2 Site Assessment Methodology 
The scoping study has been undertaken in a combination of desktop data review, on-site 
survey and liaison with regulatory, community and interested parties. 

2.1 Desk top data 
A desk top review of the land use history of the site has been undertaken to flag up any 
previous uses or environmental designations/records that may impact or affect the 
present or future use of the site. 

No intrusive ground investigations or soil/water sampling has been undertaken of this 
site. 

2.2 Land Use and Archaeology 
Archaeological Data Service, Somerset Urban Archaeological survey and Somerset 
Historic Environment Records were contacted and researched in relevance to the site to 
ascertain any historic features that may be within or around the site. 

Taunton Deane Local Plan (adopted 2004) and Taunton Deane Borough Council 
Planning records were reviewed to ascertain current land use classification. 

This included reviewing PROW data on footpaths or bridleways providing access to the 
site. 

2.3 Ecology and Habitat  
Historic species data records were obtained for the area from the Somerset 
Environmental Records Centre. 

The ecology and habitat assessment of the site was undertaken on 8th February 2010 to 
provide a brief overview of the ecological value and potential developmental 
considerations and constraints attributable to existing flora and fauna of the site, as well 
as identifying any evidence of protected species, environmental designations, specialist 
habitats or species of high ecological importance. 

Conditions at the time of ecological survey were overcast with light wind.  

Due to the time of year a full species survey could not be undertaken.  The optimum 
survey window is April to September. 

2.4 Landscape & Visual  
For the purposes of this report the landscape overview of the site was assessed via a site 
and surrounding area walk over on 8th February 2010 (Restricted to the site and local 
footpaths). 

The report is intended to make an assessment of the visual impact of the proposed sites 
on the surrounding landscape and look at other potential areas within the development 
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area and make proposals, if appropriate, for regions that may have a lesser impact if 
developed or mitigation measures that may be appropriate. 

A review of the landscape assessment has been undertaken by Taunton Deane within 
the local development policy framework was also undertaken. 

2.5 Hydrology and Geology 
Environment Agency records, geological survey data and borehole records researched in 
relevance to the site to ascertain the hydrology and geology characteristics within and 
around the site.   This included looking at the catchment data through FES to provide 
data of the likely surface water flows into the watercourse through the site. 

The desk top search was combined with a site assessment of the watercourse and water 
features across the site and on adjoining land where they potentially influence the 
hydrology of the site such as the reservoir. 

The geology and hydrogeological characteristics were considered in terms of site 
drainage. 

2.6 Amenities and services  
Local site services and amenities were assessed through site visit and contact with local 
service providers. 

2.7 Consultees 
The following parties were consulted as part of the scoping exercise; 

• Natural England 

• SERC/SWT 

• Somerset Historic Environment Service 

• Taunton Deane BC Heritage and Landscape Officer 

• Somerset CC Highways 

• Somerset CC Public Rights of Way  

• Taunton Deane BC  Biodiversity officer 

• Environment Agency 

• Greenslade Taylor Hunt 

• Forestry Commission 

• Somerset CPRE (Taunton Deane Borough Administration) 
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3 Land Use and Archaeology  

3.1 Land Use  
Historical maps show the site as historic 19th century manor house parkland, associated 
with Abbotsfield house, known as Abbotsfield Landscape Park. The site is currently in 
private ownership although the site appears to be used informally by local residents as 
recreational open space. 

The layout of the site, topography and historic maps suggest a man-made landscape 
which is also evidenced by the planting, watercourse and hydraulic structures such as 
leats, penstocks, artificial waterfalls and catchment forming part of the Wiveliscombe 
town water supply (see below).  Whilst it is currently in a state of disrepair and suffering 
from under management it presents as being designed as a managed rather than a 
natural landscape. 

There is evidence that it has been used recently for livestock grazing confirmed by 
anecdotal evidence and also by stockproof fencing, albeit it in disrepair around the 
perimeter.  

The site lies outside of the Wiveliscombe settlement boundary and also has been 
excluded from the Conservation Area but is designated as a Local Wildlife Site (non-
statutory designation). 

3.2 Archaeology  
Historic record searches using the Somerset Historic Environment Service data revealed 
the following: 

3.2.1 Pre-1800 

• Water Supply (WIV/404 Leat – Somerset Urban Archaeology Survey) 

The town supply was brought from springs near Withycombe in an artificial open 
channel to a small reservoir at the top of West Street. This leat is also known to have 
powered post-medieval indigo dye mills, the sites of which are not known. 

3.2.2 19th Century 

• Reservoir (WIV/609 Reservoir – SUAS) 

Established in the 19th century to provide Wiveliscombe with water 

• Settlement (WIV/603 Abbotsfield – SUAS) 

Designed in 1872 by Owen Jones and built in 1876 this house and parkland was the 
largest 19th century development in Wiveliscombe between 1841 and 1904, including 
ponds and arboretum. 
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3.3 Key Points 
The landscape is man-made and evidence of a managed landscape. 

The watercourse formed part of town’s historic water supply 

The site is designated as a Local Wildlife Site 

The site has been under-managed and therefore taken on a wildlife/natural 
character 

The site is currently used for intermittent livestock grazing and informally for 
recreational use 

Constraints and opportunities can be found in the annex along with the relevant 
overlay diagrams  
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4 Ecology and Habitat Assessment 
The site comprises approximately 22 acres of mixed rural hill land, woodland and 
watercourse and predominantly comprises semi-improved to un-improved grassland with 
long grass and scrub. 

Dissecting the site in half is a watercourse (tributary of Hillfarance Brook) this is clear and 
flowing well with little restriction, where it has become restricted the path of the flow has 
diverted under or around the blockage. 

4.1 Habitat Survey  
• Boundaries and Hedgerows 

Internal and external boundaries comprise of well established broadleaved trees 
and derelict hedging. The internal field boundary to the south of the pond is a 
stonewall, retaining soils making the land to the north approximately 1m higher at 
the wall than the land to the north.    

• Water Features  

A single watercourse runs from the northwest of the site to the southeast, this is 
clear, well oxygenated and relatively fast flowing. At the northern most point, just 
off site is an old derelict control point with pond, this partly blocks the flow into the 
site and would benefit maintenance. Water flows from this point along a channel 
to the southeast, the banks of which are heavily overgrown and the extent of the 
borders is often undefined, creating large marshy areas.  

Two features (ponds) exist along the length of the watercourse, one online and 
the other appearing to be off-line, both are heavily silted and would benefit 
clearing, although neither displays any evidence of stagnation. 

• Woodland 

Several trees exist across the site with some clustered forming parts of 
boundaries and cover around the pond at the centre of the site. Other than these 
there is no woodland on the site.  

To the north of the site is a mixed pine and broadleaved plantation which can be 
described in habitat terms as woodland with significant trees. 

To the south and west adjacent to the site is a National Inventory Broadleaved 
Woodland.  The National Inventory of Woodland and Trees was begun by the 
Forestry Commission in 1993 in order to update data on the extent and condition 
of woodlands in England, Wales and Scotland. 

• Open Areas 

The site consists predominantly of semi-improved to un-improved grassland with 
long grass and scrub. 
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4.2 Habitat and Species Assessment  

4.2.1 Site habitats 
Habitats found within the site include: 

1. Stream – fast flowing, shallow 

2. Ponds – shallow, vegetated  

3. Woodland – mixed  

4. Scrub – mixed 

5. Grassland 

6. Marsh 

7. Hedge 

Across the site there is potential for UKBAP (United Kingdom Biodiversity Action 
Plan) habitats for Parkland and Ponds and LBAP (Local BAP) habitats for Neutral 
grassland. 

Records show the site to be a Local Wildlife Site.  Policy EN3 within the Taunton 
Deane Local Plan sets out the designation parameters; 

Development which would significantly adversely affect local nature conservation 
or geological interests will not be permitted unless: 

(A) the importance of the development outweighs the value of the substantive 
interests present; and 

(B) every possible effort is made to minimise harm to those interests. 

Where it is decided to allow development affecting local nature conservation or 
geological interests, planning obligations will be sought requiring developers to 
provide adequate compensatory measures for the site's long term management, 
to preserve and enhance its wildlife or geological interest. 

4.2.2 Protected Species Aquatic Fauna 
The watercourse itself is unlikely to provide potential habitat for otters or white-
claw crayfish (protected species) but the three ponds (two on-site and one off-
site) have potential to provide habitat for Great Crested Newt and water vole. The 
pond water is relatively still, but not stagnant, clear with vegetation cover and 
protrusion and there are suitable land territories adjacent to them this is a good 
habitat for both species.   

No historic evidence has been recorded for the site of the species mentioned 
however this does not mean they are absent. 
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4.2.3 Protected Species Terrestrial Fauna 
Hedgerow and bank species composition are consistent with a possible habitat 
for bats (protected species) but not dormouse (protected species) as the 
maintenance regime is not sympathetic to allow the survival of a significant 
population.  

Badger and deer (protected species) pathways exist across the site and are 
particularly predominant near the watercourses. 

Birds are also persistent across the site. 

Schedule 1 bird species, badgers and bats have been recorded within the site. 

4.2.4 Protected Species Flora 
None found or recorded on site. 

Several significant trees of multiple species are to be found across the site, many 
of which have Tree preservation orders. 

These are subject to Policy EN8 within the Taunton Deane Local Plan which 
states; 

Development that would harm the character, landscape or wildlife value of 
important tree groups will not be permitted unless: 

(A) planning conditions will prevent harm to their character, landscape or wildlife 
value; or 

(B) other material factors are sufficient to override the importance of tree groups, 
and every possible effort is made to minimize damage to their character, 
landscape or wildlife. 

Where it is decided to permit development affecting these tree groups, planning 
obligations will be sought requiring developers to replace the trees with trees of 
equal quality and coverage. 

4.2.5 Notable or Noxious weeds  
These are plants defined under the Weeds Act 1959 and Schedule 9 of the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 that it is a legal requirement to control or to 
plant or cause the species to grow in the wild. The relevant plants are Broad 
Leaved Dock, Curled Dock, Creeping Thistle, Ragwort, Spear Thistle, Japanese 
Knotweed and Giant Hogweed. 

None were found or recorded on site. 

4.3 Environmental Records relevant within 1km 
Historical data records from the Somerset Environmental Records Centre show there to 
be bats, barn owls and badgers within 1km of the site. These are all species fully 
protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act, making it an offence to kill, injure or 
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take any of these species or deliberately disturb, damage, destroy or obstruct any of 
these species dwellings. 

4.4 Ecological time delays 
If the potential presence of protected species are found on the site in the Phase 1 habitat 
survey then further surveys will be required which are restricted by seasonal variation.  
The table below outlines the details, protection level and optimum surveying season for 
each species, this does not include mitigation strategies. 

Consultation with Natural England (English Nature) and appropriate licences for 
undertaking the species specific survey work will also be required: 

 

Flora & Fauna Details Legal 
Protection 

Protection 
Level 

Action 
Required/Optimal 
Survey Period 

Park and 

(Un-Improved) 

None None None None 

Dormouse Unlikely habitat 
within 
hedgerows 
bordering and 
within the site 
due to 
management 

European 
Protected 
Species and 
Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 

 

High None 

Bats Likely habitat 
within trees  

European 
Protected 
Species and 
Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 

High Compulsory survey for 
species.  

Hibernation roosts 
November to April  

Summer roosts June to 
September 

Badgers Site evidence Badgers Act  High Compulsory survey for 
species 

Year round; optimal time 
is July to October 

Reptiles and 
Amphibians  

Favourable 
habitat with and 
around 
watercourse 

Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 

Prevention of 
intentional or 
accidental 
killing, injury, 
taking and 
selling. 

Survey for species 

June to September 

Birds Site observation  Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 

High Survey for species 
activity within area 

March to July 
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The following are likely actions and restrictions if protected species are found to be 
present on the site, this does not include full mitigation strategies which are subject to a 
DEFRA licence. Consultation with Natural England (formally English Nature) will also be 
required: 

Species Actions and restrictions 

 

Bats Retain all trees used by bats and those in the immediate vicinity 

 

Badgers Pathways to and from setts should be maintained where possible with measures 
for the protection of the badgers and their movements 

 

Barn Owls  If nesting (April – September) on-site work will likely be prevented during this time. 
This is unlikely as nesting usually occurs in built structures 

 

Reptiles and 
Amphibians 

Development will not be permitted until a detailed scheme designed to avoid killing 
and injury has been submitted to and approved by the local planning authority 

 

Birds Removal of hedges and trees will likely not be permitted during nesting season due 
to the protection given to certain bird species that may use the site.  

 

4.5 Key Points 
Historic biodiversity/ecological data records show presence of a number of 
European protected species within 1km of the site 

Habitats present on the site suggest potential presence of protected species 
therefore further species specific survey work will be required 

There are mixed habitats across the site with the majority being unimproved 
grassland 

A number of significant trees across the site are protected under Tree Preservation 
Orders restricting removal or work.  A formal tree survey in line with BS5837:2005 
would be required 

The watercourse is free flowing although a number of man-made ponds and water 
features may provide suitable habitat for protected species such as Greater 
Crested Newts 

Constraints and opportunities can be found in the annex along with the relevant 
overlay diagrams  
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5 Landscape & Visual 
Wiveliscombe is situated 10 miles west of Taunton on the B3227, and is mostly 
surrounded by higher land. Wiveliscombe is within the High Vale Landscape Character 
Area, with the Brendons Landscape Character Area adjoining it to the west. The County 
Structure Plan designates Wiveliscombe as an Outstanding Heritage Settlement, with 
many of the older parts included in a conservation area which contains a number of listed 
buildings. 

Wiveliscombe occupies a most attractive setting and there are a number of particularly 
fine views from the south of the town into the Brendon Hills, and from various 
surrounding vantage points in to the settlement. 

The landscape character of the site fits within the landscape character area definitions as 
outlined below, in particular the undulating topography, large fields bounded by 
hedgerows, standard trees and blocks of woodland.  Tree species present on the site are 
also common to the locality. Whilst the site has been landscaped and managed 
previously it now presents a more natural landscape. 

The Landscape Character Areas are defined within the Taunton Deane Local Plan as 
follows; 

5.1 High Vale Landscape Character Area 
• Topography/General Description - Varies from steeply sloping high land to the 

north and west, declining to moderately undulating near the Low Vale LCA. Fields 
are bounded by thick hedgerows and standard trees. Numerous middle-sized 
woodlands. 

• Geology – Predominantly Devonian Sandstone, Siltstone, Mudstone and Slate 
but also with Permo Triassic reddish mudstone and alluvium. They produce a soil 
when overlain with the Lower Marls. 

• Vegetation - Predominantly ash and common oak; hedgerows of hazel, hawthorn, 
blackthorn, etc. 

• Settlements - Greenham, Bathealton, Langford Budville, west part of Milverton, 
Wiveliscombe, Halse, Fitzhead, Ash Priors, Lydeard St. Lawrence, Combe 
Florey, north part of Bishops Lydeard. 

• Building Materials - Predominantly Bunter sandstone in north and north-west 
areas. Also much render and natural slate; ham stone quoins on fine buildings. 
Use of clay double Roman tiles increases relative to slate, east of Milverton. 
Some Taunton buff brick at Bishops Lydeard. 

5.2 Brendons Landscape Character Area 
• Topography/General Description - Exposed grassy hills, with large fields, low 

beech hedges and deeply dissected wooded river valleys. 
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• Geology - Predominantly slates, siltstones and sandstones (of the Morte Slate 
and Pickwell Down Beds). The remainder comprises the shales of the 
Doddiscombe Beds and limestone outcrops. 

• Vegetation - Includes ash, sessile oak, common oak, hawthorn, blackthorn. 

• Settlements - Include Ashbrittle, Langley Marsh, Chipstable. 

• Building Materials - Buildings are mainly shillet (old red sandstone), appearing 
greyer to the south (e.g. Ashbrittle) redder to the north (Wiveliscombe). Natural 
slate roofs dominant. 

5.3 Views 
The site is bordered by residential properties along the south-eastern corner of the site 
and by Abbottsfield House to the west.  The properties hold strategic views into the site. 

To the south of West Road lies the recreation ground which due to the rising topography 
of the site also holds views into the site.  There are also numerous viewpoints from public 
footpaths and middle and long distance views into the site which are key considerations 
on future land uses. 

The site itself provides a definitive green belt to the edge of the settlement boundary of 
Wiveliscombe. 

5.4 Key Points 
The landscape is man-made and evidence of a managed landscape  

Wiveliscombe lies within two designated Landscape Character Areas 

The site falls outside of the conservation area boundary 

The site rises up from West Road affording views into the site from the recreation 
ground and also from the public footpaths running along the eastern boundary 

Abbottsfield House to the west the site stands at a higher elevation affording views 
into the site, a number of neighbouring properties along the eastern boundary also 
have views into the site 

Any development proposals of the site would need to take the visual zone of 
influence of the site into consideration as well as strategic views 

Constraints and opportunities can be found in the annex along with the relevant 
overlay diagrams  
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6 Hydrology and Geology 
The main hydraulic feature across the site is in the form of the Town Stream (a tributary 
of the Hillfarrance brook) which runs north west to south east through the centre of the 
site.  There are a series of ponds across the site one of which is on-line whilst the other 
will require further investigation to determine of it is on-line.  Under management has 
meant the stream has broken out of channel in places and ill-defined in the lower reaches 
of the site. 

A disused reservoir lies just upstream and outside of the development boundary.  This is 
an outlet for a considerable catchment area and was previously harnessed as a reservoir 
feeding the towns water supply. 

Any potential development may lead to surface water drainage issues on site, and if not 
managed carefully may lead to flooding of the Hillfarrance Brook further downstream.   
However in contrast there is the opportunity to harness the power within the watercourse 
for micro hydro generation.  

As discussed elsewhere, the site is recognised as a local wildlife site.  Due to its 
sensitive location any potential development will need to prevent pollution to the nearby 
watercourse and groundwater. 

At the lowest part of the site, in the south east corner there is a marshy area, with little 
free draining potential. 

6.1 Flood Zone 
According to the Environment Agency’s indicative flood plain map the site is situated in 
flood zone 1.  This means that the site is at low risk of flooding, with less than 1 in 1000 
annual probability.  Flooding is most likely to occur via fluvial flooding as a watercourse 
runs directly through the site.  The site may also be affected by surface water flooding 
although the topography of the site suggests that this is unlikely. 

 

6.2 Groundwater 
According to the ground water sources map the site is not situated within a groundwater 
source protection zone.  The site does lie within a water abstraction management area, 
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where water abstraction is monitored to ensure there is enough available for vital 
supplies. 

 

6.3 Surface water  
The catchment area for the site is approximately 0.71km2 with the mean drainage paths 
being 0.75km in length. The catchment has a mean altitude of 249m and the average 
annual rainfall for the site of 1069mm.  

Running across the site from the northwest to the southeast is a watercourse (Town 
Stream – tributary of the Hillfarrance Brook) which has previously been maintained, 
showing signs of culverting in places and has several man made ponds. One of these 
ponds runs on-line whilst the other will require further investigation to determine if it is on-
line. 

The stream is currently an undefined channel with a series of obstructions.  The 
watercourse is approximately 1m wide and 0.3m deep although this varies considerable 
along various parts of the site and runs clear. 

Surface water landing on the site will either infiltrate naturally into the soil or due to the 
topography of the site will run off the site towards the south east.  This surface water run-
off may account for the marshy area in the south east corner of the site (lowest area). 

Existing ponds on site are presently silted up and therefore not working at optimal 
capacity.  If cleaned out there is the potential for these ponds to be used to attenuate any 
surface water flow across site as well as providing amenity value. 

As discussed elsewhere in this report, the site was previously a managed landscape.  
From 1886 until the 1940’s the reservoir immediately upstream of the site was 
constructed to hold half a million gallons of water and was the water supply system for 
the town, as well as providing irrigation of the former landscape park, supported by a 
system of leats, now in various states of disrepair, Further investigation could 
demonstrate viability of reinstating these which could help manage surface water. 
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6.4 Geology 
The site is situated on the Pickwell Down Sandstones from the Carboniferous era, which 
ties in with information within the Landscape Character Assessment.  The Pickwell Down 
Sandstones have a moderate permeability. 

 

6.5 Borehole Records 
The British Geological Society database has been searched to identify any boreholes 
records within the site.  The search revealed that there are no borehole records for the 
site itself. 

6.6 Hydrological Potential 
The stream running across the site is considered in hydrology terms as a small stream.  
The fall varies along the length of the stream across the site with a drop of up to 10m in 
the upper part of the site from the former reservoir but reduces to a steadier site gradient 
as it flattens out below the pond systems. Within the various stretches a flow rate of 
between 0.05 to 0.25m is estimated. 

The fall and flow rate show potential for a micro-hydrogeneration scheme on-site, to 
confirm this further study will be required.  The initial topographic data suggests a total 
fall of approximately 70m across the whole site which highlights that there are two 
potential locations for such a scheme; point of entry to the top of the site and midway 
down the stream length at the second pond area. 
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6.7 Key Points 
The site lies within Flood Zone 1 

A watercourse dissects the site running from the former reservoir at the top, 
northern end and running into a culvert and through to Hillfarrance Brook. 

The watercourse runs through a number of man-made online features in varying 
states of disrepair 

The ponds on site are generally silted up which has reduced their size but the 
water remains relatively clear and no signs of stagnation. 

A series of leats run across the site as part of the former town water supply service 
and for irrigation of the former landscape park. 

The site appears to be free draining although an area in the southeastern corner of 
the site adjacent to Mill House and along the southern part of the watercourse was 
marshy where the site flattens out. 

The flow rate suggests potential for micro-hydro generation. 

Constraints and opportunities can be found in the annex along with the relevant 
overlay diagrams. 
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7 Amenities & Services 
The Taunton Deane local Plan describes Wiveliscombe and the locality as follows; 

The parish has an estimated population of around 2,500, and in both form and function, 
Wiveliscombe has the character of a small town. It acts as a focal point for local 
employment, shopping and social activity for a large surrounding rural hinterland. This 
role means that Wiveliscombe is identified as a Rural Centre. 

Wiveliscombe is a significant employment centre, with a large number of businesses 
across all sectors. These provided some 800 jobs in 1998, according to the Annual 
Census of Employment. A wide range of services and facilities are provided in the town, 
including a primary and a secondary school, the latter with a community sports hall. 
There is also a health centre, community centre, public library and three churches. There 
is a good range of retail provision as well as banking, post office, professional services 
and other ancillary facilities. There is a regular bus service throughout the day to Taunton 
and a more limited service between Wiveliscombe and Wellington. 

7.1 Transport 
Transportation to the site is limited to vehicles travelling along the B3227, to the south of 
the site. At present there are no designated public or private transport routes, tops or 
drop off points immediately adjacent to the site.  

Bus route 25 and 25B provides regular services to Wiveliscombe from Taunton via 
various Ten Parishes villages; its closest designated stop is at Wiveliscombe Square, 
0.4miles away from the site.  A more intermittent service is available to Wellington. 

This distance is similar for those travelling by private vehicle as the nearest official car 
parks are 0.3miles (Croft Way) and 0.4miles (North Street) although informal parking is 
available adjacent to the rugby club and swimming pool to the south of the B3227 
opposite the site. 

7.2 Pedestrian access 
Pedestrian routes leading to and from the site are presently limited whether walking from 
the Wiveliscombe car parks, alighting at Wiveliscombe Square or walking from the local 
area. 

Accessing the site through the existing gateway from the B3227 requires pedestrians to 
walk along the B3227 which, if coming from Wiveliscombe, has no footpath for last 120m 
and does not offer a constant clear view for vehicle drivers to see pedestrians on what is 
a busy stretch of road.  This stretch was re-classified to a 30mph zone from 40mph 
following construction of the Children’s Centre on Croft Way. 

Alternative future access into the site is possible by making use of the footpath running 
along the north and east boundary of the site. This footpath leads from an unnamed road, 
west on Jews Lane, up to the pond to the north of the site where it terminates. There are 
numerous potential access points along this footpath. 
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As discussed in more detail in the accompanying report by Paul Weston, Wiveliscombe 
lies within the ‘Ten Parishes’ collective of local villages and communities within the above 
mentioned ‘rural hinterland’ of the town.  This incorporates numerous catchment areas 
for potential users and beneficiaries for the end use of the site. 

7.3 Key Points 
The site benefits from lying within an active local community and the Ten Parishes 

Wiveliscombe provides a range of local amenities and ancillary facilities that will be 
beneficial for potential end uses for the site 

With primary and secondary schools within Wiveliscombe itself and numerous 
primary schools in the outlying Ten Parishes, the site is well placed to provide 
outdoor classroom facilities. 

There are circa 90 local interest groups that the site could also be made available 
to a community resource. 

The site is accessible on foot from the town centre and also from existing car parks 
and bus stops although these routes are not considered ideal. 

Constraints and opportunities can be found in the annex along with the relevant 
overlay diagrams.  
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Annex A - Potential Constraints and Opportunities Summary  
 

Item Description Constraint Opportunity 

Ecology and habitat 

Stream 

Watercourse running north to south 
across the mid-length of the site, over 
spilling in various areas due to heavy 
vegetation growth and silting 

Potential habitat for water vole  

Reservoir 
Historic Wiveliscombe reservoir, 
significantly overgrown and silted 

Concrete sided pond 

Main pond 

Historic parkland pond significantly 
silted 

Potential habitat for water vole and 
great crested newts 

Could be reinstated to provide a 
beneficial habitat for many species 

Great crested newt 

Newt of the family Salamandridae that 
occupy utilise ponds and pools for 
breeding, these species have not been 
recorded on site but the habitat shows 
potential for their presence. 

Protected under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act and must be surveyed 
for if a development is to occur on site 
that is likely to have an impact on them. 
If present mitigation must be put in 
place to reduce or eliminate any impact 
on them, if any is likely. 

If utilising the site in sufficient quantities 
there presence can be used for 
educational and research purposes.  
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Item Description Constraint Opportunity 

Ecology and habitat 

Water vole 

Voles of the genus Arvicola that occupy 
stream banks and ponds, these species 
have not been recorded on site but the 
habitat shows potential for their 
presence 

Protected under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act and must be surveyed 
for if a development is to occur on site 
that is likely to have an impact on them. 
If present mitigation must be put in 
place to reduce or eliminate any impact 
on them, if any is likely. 

If utilising the site in sufficient quantities 
there presence can be used for 
educational and research purposes.  

Water vole surveying and training 
courses run range from £50-300. 

Bats 

Recorded in the area (species 
unknown) this could be one species or 
several nocturnal flying mammals of the 
order Chiroptera 

Protected under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act and must be surveyed 
for if a development is to occur on site 
that is likely to have an impact on them. 
If present mitigation must be put in 
place to reduce or eliminate any impact 
on them, if any is likely. 

If utilising the site in sufficient quantities 
there presence can be used for 
educational and research purposes. 

Bat surveying and training courses run 
by the Bat Conservation Trust range 
from £150-700. 

Badgers 

Signs of activity within the area and 
recorded within 1 mile of the site 

Protected under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act and the Badgers Act 
and must be surveyed for if a 
development is to occur on site that is 
likely to have an impact on them. If 
present mitigation must be put in place 
to reduce or eliminate any impact on 
them, if any is likely. 

If utilising the site in sufficient quantities 
there presence can be used for 
educational and research purposes. 
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Item Description Constraint Opportunity 

Ecology and habitat 

Birds 

Signs of activity within the area and 
recorded onsite 

Species presence limits the time in 
which certain types of vegetation can 
be cut and cleared. General rule of 
thumb is that vegetation clearance 
should not occur between 1st March to 
31 July to protect birds during their 
breeding and nesting season. 

Opportunity for ornithology on site 

UKBAP 

UK designated habitat that is of benefit 
to the protection and development of 
the UK's most threatened habitats. This 
designation is combined with a plan to 
help recover, improve and protect the 
designated habitat. 

LBAP 

County designated habitat that is of 
benefit to the protection and 
development of the counties most 
threatened habitats. This designation is 
combined with a plan to help recover, 
improve and protect the designated 
habitat. 

Development on the site may be 
restricted according to the protection 
afforded the site and the designated 
plan to recover, improve and protect the 
habitat. 

Government is keen to support the 
recovery and protection of these 
habitats. Support should be available to 
help protect these habitats. 
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Item Description Constraint Opportunity 

Ecology and habitat 

Local Wildlife Site 

Non-statutory designation that 
recognises the high value of the site for 
wildlife  

Development on the site may be 
restricted according to the protection 
afforded the wildlife or habitat behind 
the wildlife sites designation. 

The site is obviously of local importance 
so projects concentrating on its 
improvement and preservation will be of 
benefit to the area and County. 
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Item Description Constraint Opportunity 

Land use and archaeology 

Leat  
Infilled or covered historic town leat 
running along land to the north and east 
of the site 

None None 

Reservoir 

Historic reservoir and mechanisms on 
land adjacent to the site. Approximately 
50m by 40m. In disrepair and in need of 
maintenance. Heavy vegetation cover. 

Historic significance to Wiveliscombe If this area of land could be obtained 
from the present land owner or an 
agreement reached, this could provide 
a worthwhile heritage project. 

Dye mills 

Indigo dye mills, exact location 
unknown but most likely following the 
path of the leat, where powered by the 
water flowing to Wiveliscombe along 
the leat 

None Demonstration mills similar to the Dye 
mills could be placed along the stream 
as an example of Wiveliscombe’s 
heritage 
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Item Description Constraint Opportunity 

Landscape and visual  

Tree preservation 
orders 
(TPO) 

Where trees and woodland make a 
significant contribution to the overall 
quality and appearance of the local 
environment, a TPO will be put in place 
to protect the tree(s) designated. 

Trees with TPOs are protected and 
work to trees, such as topping, lopping 
or felling, can only be carried out with 
the consent of the Council. 

None 

Strategic views 

Views from adjacent properties, public 
rights of way or community open space 
into the site 

The site lies within a Landscape 
Character Area therefore any effect of 
development or change of land use on 
the site must be assessed. 

Active management of the site could 
enhance the landscape character. 
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Item Description Constraint Opportunity 

Hydrology and geology 

Flood Zone 1 
Environment Agency designation of 
sites potential to flood. Potential is 1 in 
1000 annual probability 

None None 

Groundwater 
Site lies within a water abstraction 
management area 

Abstraction of water from this area must 
be managed to ensure enough water is 
available for vital supplies in the area 

Water, providing it is managed by 
agreement with the Environment 
Agency could be extracted for use on 
site. 

Surface water 

The stream running across the site is 
considered as a small stream, with a 
drop of between 2.5m and 10m with a 
flow rate of between 0.05 to 0,25m 

This present no major constraint but 
any projects undertaken on site must 
be aware of fluvial flooding potential 
caused by heavy rainfall  

The stream has potential for use for 
micro-hydro generation. This will need 
further study but presently there are two 
potential locations for such a scheme; 
point of entry to the site and midway 
down the stream length at the second 
pond area 
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Item Description Constraint Opportunity 

Amenities and services 

Footpath WG16 
Footpath running along the north and 
east boundary of the site 

Operations on site will be visible from 
the footpath 

Access to the site can be from may 
locations to avoid generating tracks on 
site. 

Overhead phone 
cable 

Overhead phone cable and posts run 
along the mid-section of the site 

Any constructional works and site 
operations must take this feature into 
consideration to avoid damage and 
disturbance 

Any development requiring telephone 
connection may be able to connect to 
the existing line without the need for 
new systems or wires 

Effluent pipe line 
Pipeline running through the western 
field leading from Abbotsfield house, 
south to the roadway 

Any constructional works and site 
operations must take this feature into 
consideration to avoid damage and 
disturbance 

Any development requiring sewage 
disposal may be able to connect to this 
eliminating the need to install a new 
foul drainage system. 
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Item  Description  Constraint  Potential 

Planning considerations 

Policy EN3 Local Wildlife Sites Local wildlife sites must be protected or 
preserved 

Policy EN8 Important Trees Important trees must be protected 
 

Policy EN12 Landscape Character 
Landscape character of the area must 
be preserved or enhanced 
 

Preservation of the site through and 
environmentally friendly development 
will be looked on favourably in planning 
terms as this will protect, enhance and 
preserve. 
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Annex B – Site Boundary 
 



 

 31 
 

 

 

Annex C – Tree Preservation Orders  
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Annex D – Historic Interest   


