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MARK’S DOMESTIC
REPAIRS

For all your Repairs to
Washing Machines and Tumble Dryers
HOTPOINT, HOOVER, ZANUSSI, CREDA,
AEG, ELECTROLUX, INDESIT, PHILIPS,

BOSCH, BENDIX

Reconditioned Machines For Sale
TAUNTON 01823 283338

WIVELISCOMBE 01984 629333
83276

ACCOUNTANT
★

Accounts preparation, tax returns —
sole traders, partnerships,

limited companies
★

Call Tom Egerton on 01984 624403 
or Email: tom@tomegerton.co.uk
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burritt holland ltd
YOUR LOCAL ARCHITECTS, SURVEYORS,

PLANNING CONSULTANTS.

LESTER FEATHERSTONE RIBA &
DAVID HOLLAND  MASI MCIOB MRICS

We welcome your enquiries on:
DOMESTIC WORKS & EXTENSIONS 

BARN CONVERSIONS - COMMERCIAL -
LEISURE - INDUSTRIAL

SHENSTONE HOUSE, WATERROW, 
TAUNTON, SOMERSET  TA4 2AY

Phone: 01984 623621     Fax: 01984 624551
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THE BIKE SPARES SHOP
New and Used

Motorcycle Spares

Bathpool, Taunton, TA1 2DX (Behind Creech Castle)

Tel 01823 251973 for new spares

Tel 01823 251974 for used spares 83
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JONES’ AUTOMOBILE
ENGINEERS LTD.
17 West Street, Wiveliscombe, Somerset TA4 2JR
Telephone: (01984) 623216/623577
Fax: (01984) 624894

Wivey’s long established

Tyre and Battery Specialist

ALL LEADING BRANDS SUPPLIED
CARS - LIGHT COMMERCIALS

4x4s - AGRICULTURAL
MICHELIN - BRIDGESTONE - DUNLOP

AVON - HANKOOK - PIRELLI
All at very competitive prices

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

UNIPART APPROVED
CAR CARE CENTRE
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We also have a well stocked Car Accessory
Shop, a good selection of Tools, Wellington

Boots — Children’s and Adults, Clothes,
Boiler Suits & Work Boots

October
Tues Oct 10th: Wivey Folk

Dance, 8pm, Community Centre
Wed Oct 18th: Rugby Club

Bingo, 7.30pm
Sun Oct 22nd: Cinema Obscura,

Night of Truth (18), 7.30pm
Tues Oct 24th: Wivey Folk

Dance, 8pm, Community Centre
November

Tues Nov 14th: Wivey Folk
Dance, 8pm, Community Centre

Wed Nov 15th: Rugby Club
Bingo, 7.30pm

Sun Nov 19th: Cinema Obscura,
Hidden (15), 7.30pm

Tues Nov 28th: Wivey Folk
Dance, 8pm Community Centre

December
Sat Dec 9th: Beach Boys Inc,

8pm, Rugby Club. Tickets £8
from  01984 624191 or £10 on
the door

THE dates for Wiveliscombe’s
First Silent Film Festival have
changed from late September
to late November.

This is a result of the delays by
Awards for All in giving us a deci-
sion on funding help, and we are
very sorry if this might inconve-
nience all those hundreds of people
who we know are going to attend
what is going to be a great Silent
Film experience!

However, with funding in place,
detailed arrangements can now pro-
ceed, and the festival is expected to
take place on 17th -19th November.  

Programmes will be distributed
from late September so look out for

them at libraries, cafes, galleries
and shops.  All screenings will be
taking place at Wiveliscombe Pri-
mary School.

A real coup for Wiveliscombe will
be the music by Reflektor, aka Jan
Kopinski and Steve Iliffe, from the
great jazz band Pinski Zoo.  

Jan and Steve will be accompany-
ing two of the shows, so the Festival
will appeal to a range of people who
like both film and music.

Once again, apologies for the
date-change - but it’s going to be
worth waiting for!

More information from Barry
Witherden on 01984 629114 or
Pauline Homeshaw on 01984
624564.

ON a blustery late July afternoon,
the Bantering Boys, with your sub-
dued correspondent in tow, arrived at
Exmouth.

Our visit to the estuary had its genesis
back in March when the Flying Pussy, in a
moment of unwonted extravagance, had
purchased a session with the Bantering
Boys at an auction in aid of the Jim Laker
Fund.

The purpose of the trip was to record a
programme for 10Radio. The terms of the
purchase were to take part in the pro-
gramme and to choose the setting for it.

Richard White kindly agreed to allow his
boat Pelican to be used as a ‘studio’ for the
purpose of recording the show. We were
hoping to do the business while under sail.

The ‘Boys’, all resident within the 10
parishes, were (as indeed, they still are), in
alphabetical order - Mike Fairfax, our
soundman, Leo Hartas, our caterer, and
Chris Howe, our driver and academic. 

At the appointed hour we pulled into the
car park near the Exmouth docks, where
Sundial Richard and his crewperson Molly
(aka ‘Ballast’, a soubriquet at odds with
reality), were waiting for us. 

We made a diversion to load Leo’s bag-
gie with Eccles cakes and pasties, and were
then escorted to the quayside for a con-
veyance out to the Wivey Ship, Pelican. 

On boarding the water-taxi we suffered
the incongruous attentions of an elderly
basset hound (probably sniffing the
pasties). The animal’s legs seemed to be
mere stumps, and its teeth exuded a miasma
of halitosis.  But it was friendly enough ...

The owner of the hound navigated his
vessel skilfully over untroubled waters to
the desired mooring.

On arrival, the Pelican’s crew leapt
aboard to remove the weather cover; they
were followed by the four passengers who
clambered from the taxi with varying
degrees of nonchalance.

It is appropriate to note that the FP’s
deputy, namely me, has a history of falling
from boats. The Thames at Chertsey wit-
nessed an embarrassing plunge, as did the
slack water near Sydney Harbour Bridge;
the Brisbane River is an old familiar...

Accordingly, with due concern for the
safety of the wine, I boarded the trim-look-
ing Pelican with some trepidation, and
hardly any nonchalance.

The vessel is of 25 feet; it has a dignity
and maturity about it that repels any
thought of metrication. Its cabin is small
but comfortable.

Leo, being a mite peckish, immediately
suggested that luncheon be taken. The food
was distributed, and, as the skipper and
crew prepared to set the sails, we visitors
began to chew on our pasties with varying
degrees of success.

Mike then displayed and tested the
recording device. I was astonished to dis-
cover that it was the about size of a
squashed pack of ciggies. How could this
mere trinket possibly cope with four manly
baritones?

In the presence of such gadgets, I am,
and will always remain, steadfastly ante-
microchipian.

In the event, the electronic morsel
worked surprisingly well...

As time went by, and the unscripted ban-
ter commenced, we became aware that the
sandbank to starboard was becoming huge
as the tide ebbed away. The wind began to
gust to force 5, and the skipper wisely
decided to furl his sails; sea room was

DIARY
DATES Festival of Silent Cinema

delayed until November

The Bantering Boys and
the making of a 

programme for 10Radio 

insufficient for wind driven
manoeuvres.

We would travel up the
estuary under propeller
power.

Accompanied by the
chug-a-chug of the Honda
as it battled against wind
and tide, the banter became
seriously light-hearted. 

The skipper put the helm
over and we headed north at
a steady two and a half
knots.

We had no destination
except the pleasure of mov-
ing through water beside a
changing landscape.

The hour that was avail-
able to us for the
programme seemed to pass
very quickly. The badinage
captured on the hard drive,
or whatever it’s called, is to
be kept under wraps until
broadcast.

Late afternoon
approached, as did the rain
clouds from the west. We
turned to head back to our
mooring. It was at this stage

that I was invited to take the
helm, and was given land-
marks to aim for - but no
instruction as to which side
of the channel to use. I
chose the left, and our boat
immediately became a haz-
ard to all shipping.

Changing course to the
right side, at the skipper’s
command, the Pelican was
confronted by a narrow pas-
sage between two moored
vessels.

The helmsman, namely
me, while skilfully balanc-
ing the effects of wind and
tide, guided the boat past the
portside obstacle, carefully
missing it by a very narrow
margin.

The skipper, hurrying to
the stern with his hair stand-
ing on end, due to the wind,
and his face rather paler
than I remembered, suggest-
ed that he now take the helm
as we were nearing the Peli-
can’s buoy.

Some time later, with
Ballast’s skilful assistance,
our mooring line was
secured at the first attempt.

The crewperson then
made coffee for all hands,
which was much appreciat-
ed as we waited for the
floating kennel to come and
return us to the shore.

If the quality of the pro-

gramme we recorded gets
close to matching the quali-
ty of the afternoon we all
enjoyed aboard the Pelican,
then it will prove to be one
of the best broadcasts on
this year’s 10Radio.  

Our warm thanks must go
to Molly ‘Ballast’ Meakins,
and to the skipper, Richard
White.

Simon Turnbull
Note to Messenger read-

ers: The programme in
question is to be broadcast
on evening of Friday 13th
October 8pm-10pm. 

Leo Hartas and Mike Fairfax

Simon “Salty Dog” Turnbull


