WIVELISCOMBE MESSENGER

NYNEHEAD
COURT

Gracious Retirement Living
with Professional Care

Few grand country settings can compare with this
magnificent 17th century Grade II*
listed manor house.

Set in 13 acres of parkland and formal gardens, and
adjacent to the 13th century church, Nynehead Court
has a friendly and experienced caring team and close

links with the local community. ON Monday 10th Octo-

ber, the Wiveliscombe
Historical Society will
start its new season of
monthly public meet-
ings.

Loca and national history
istied into the lives of all (_)f
us, every person, communi-
ty and country. This year,

For further information please contact
Diana Hathaway, The Manager, Nynehead Court,
Nynehead, Wellington, Somerset TA21 OBN

Telephone: 01823 662481
E-mail: nyneheadcourt@aol.com

Part of the Stepping Stone Group from January 200470554

the society offers another

varied menu, focusing both
on local people and events,
and also on national history.

On |0th October, Birdie
Johnson will offer a vivid
portrait of Exmoor over the
last century, and of the
impact that events, change,
and key moments in
Exmoor’s history, have had
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Historical
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announces
ItS new
season

on thelives of local people.

Birdie's tak will be
accompanied both by photo-
graphic records and by
unique lifetime audio
recordings of the personal
memories of members of the
local community. This is
compelling local history,
sometimes with an impor-
tant national context.

Through 2005, memories
and emotions have stirred us
all, 60 years after the end of
the Second World War. Our
November and December
meetings draw us further
into such reflections, based
on some very personal
memories.

And in 2006, there will be
talks giving fascinating
reminders of how commerce
and industry, the arts and
even crime can illustrate
how human nature, skills
and hard work contribute to
the making of local and
nationa history.

In May and June, outside
visits will complete the sea-
son.

Details of all these events
are set out below. Members
of the public are encouraged
to attend, and it is very
much hoped that this pro-
gramme will attract a good
level of interest, both from
within Wiveliscombe, and
the surrounding areas.

Unless otherwise stated,
meetings will take place at
the Community Centre on
the second Monday in the
month (this is a change from
previous years) - and will
start at 7.30pm; a small
entry charge will be made,

SPEAKERS
CORNER

Gateway

EVERY workday |
leave Wiveliscombe
and travel through the
country roads thinking
how lucky | am to be
able to enjoy such a
pleasant journey.

Returning from work,
driving through the same
country roads, | slowly
unwind before arriving
home. | take particular
pleasure in the view from
the top of the hill at Cro-
ford where all of Wivey
appears spread out in the
tapestry of the countryside
ahead

But there, unfortunately
theidyll ends. As|
approach the gateway to
Wivey | am greeted by a
structure declaring that
Wivey istwinned with
what? Disneyland?

Of what relevance are
three badly constructed
totem poles to the towns-
folk of Wivey? 1 thought
when they were first erect-
ed that | might get used to
them, might even grow to
likethem. ..

However thiswas a
false hope, they irritate me
more each time | see them.
What particularly irks me
is that the commission was
given to anon-local artist.
Why was this necessary?

The Brewery Plaque
Trail and Somerset Arts
Week have amply demon-
strated that we have a
diverse range of very tal-
ented artists living in and
around Wivey.

| am sure that many of
them would have been
delighted to have had the
opportunity to produce an
artpiece that enhanced the
local environment.

| wonder how many

found it difficult to under-
stand what possessed the
selection committee to
make such an unrewarding
choice on behalf of the
town.

Twenty years ago when
| first moved to the Bren-
don Hillsalocal farmer
from the Vale of Taunton
Deane said to me ‘ You
want to be careful up in
them hills, that'sinjun
country’. How prophetic
he turned out to be!

Gateway 2

Surely the new Wivelis-
combe town sign, funded
by the Twinning Associa-
tion in partnership with the
Parish Council, was meant
to smarten up the entrance
to the town.

So why thereis still a
very rusty ‘Wiveliscombe'
sign asthe first indication
that one has arrived?

You may not like the
marker posts, Bourbon bis-
cuit background to the
slate sign or the abandoned
giant’s shopping basket on
the roundabout, indeed
they are an aesthetic mess,
but at least they show an
attempt, however misguid-
ed, to make adifference.

ate agency get it together
and remove the old sign; it
can't be that difficult, sure-

ly?
Broken
Window

How long doesit take to
replace a broken window?
For ever, if the Wivey
Pharmacy is anything to go

Y.

| can see that there
might be issues regarding
insurance or culpability
and we all know that such
things take time. However,
surely it should be possible
to have aless unsightly
temporary, or semi -perma-
nent as it seems now,
replacement for the win-
dow.

Huge buildings under-
going renovation often
have realistic or imagina-
tive images of their front
elevations on screens
behind which the work
goes on.

I’m not expecting any-
thing as complex or
ambitious as that, just a
coat of paint will do or,
even better, a philanthropic
local artist who wants a
central site for anew work.

Our gorgeous Autumn range of clothing by Adini
comprises Vintage and Boho chic in easy-to-wear styles
Featuring velvets, tweeds and soft pure wool
Plus lovely beaded non-iron georgettes
All complimented by a wide range of accessories inc.

The latest enamel and Swarovski designs by Pilgrim
Chunky beads from East and a fabulous new Australian Co.
With the new-look long length beads in many colours

Silver jewellery incorporating stunning natural shells
Our best-selling magic scarves in the latest colours
Luscioous beaded and embroidered tapestry bags

RE-DECORATING NOW THE NIGHTS ARE DRAWING IN? THEN DON'T
FORGET UPSTAIRS FOR LAMPS AND LARGER DECORATIVE ITEMS,
100°S OF CUSHIONS, IMAGINATIVE DOOR KNOBS AND HOOKS

ALL AT AMAZINGLY REASONABLE PRICES

Can’t get to see us personally - don’t despair! - our
Jellycats and Pilgrim can now be purchased online at

www.carouselpig.co.uk

71974

UK delivery is only £1.95 per order!
Also see us in www.stores.ebay.co.uk/carouselpig

9 High Street, Wiveliscombe - 01984 624556

and light refreshments pro-
vided.

other readers have also

Why can’t the appropri-

ONE hot day this summer, we
left home early to drive to Buck-
fastleigh with the intention of
visiting Riverford Organic Farm.

We had previously read an article
about Riverford written by top chef
Gordon Ramsay in a Sunday newspa-
per, extolling the benefits of visiting
the farm, having lunch and buying
some organic produce from the farm
shop.

Having previously booked our visit
by telephone (you can use e-mail,
too), we arrived at the farm at 10am as
requested, suitably equipped with
stout shoes and sun hats. We were
met by our amiable guide and joined
the tour party comprising of about a
dozen people of all ages.

The tour, mostly on foot, took about
two hours. We were shown fruit, veg-
etables and herbs in all stages of
growth and were encouraged to ask as
many questions as we wished.

Near the end of the tour, we were
taken by tractor-hauled cart (with
seats!) on a bumpy, cheery ride to the
farms large greenhouses to see toma-
toes, cucumbers, peppers and basil
and we were invited to sample atoma-
to, a chunk of cucumber and to pick a
small bunch of basil, to take home if
we liked. Wedid!

By this time lunch had called so we
returned to the newly built visitor cen-
tre to find what delights awaited us.
We had expected lunch, but our guide
promised us it would be a feast. He
was right.

We were seated on benches at long,

scrubbed wooden tables and shared a
memorable organic lunch with our fel-
low guests. We had previously read
that the chef had worked at the River
Cafe restaurant in London and her
expertise showed. She was ably
assisted by a superb team.

We left the farm at about 2pm and
visited the shop at the end of the lane
where we made a few purchases
before hitting the road for the next
part of our day out.

We were heading for Buckland
Abbey, a 700-year old building owned
by the National Trust and what a gem
this turned out to be. Nestling in the
picturesque setting of Tavy valley on
Dartmoor, the Abbey looked its best in
the warm afternoon sunshine.

As we entered the property, we
were invited to watch a video about
the Abbey’s one-time owner, seafarer
Sir Francis Drake who had also lived
there as a child before embarking on
the travels we all know so well.

Drake's second wife was a young
Elizabeth Sydenham. Thisrang a bell
for one of us who had been taught as a
child at the original Milverton Primary
School. She recalled |earning about
Sir Frances Drake marrying the
daughter of George Sydenham , whose
impressive home was Combe Syden-
ham Hall in Monksilver, just a few
miles away.

Thereby hangs a tantalising tale
which, at the time, she could not quite
remember . . .

When we returned home, we did
some research and found that the
‘true’ story was that Drake went away

to sea on The Pelican for years, leav-
ing his fiancee on her own. After
seven years had passed, she grew tired
of waiting and planned to marry some-
oneelse.

Drake managed to hear about this
by supernatural means while the wed-
ding guests were in Stogumber
Church waiting for the bride to walk
down the aisle.

Drake ran to the cannon and fired a
cannon ball that flew half way round
the world, through the roof of the
church and lodged in the church floor
between the bride and groom.

Elizabeth took it as a sign from
Drake that he was well and abandoned
her wedding, returning home to wait
for”her beloved. Believe that if you
will!

A short time later, Drake and Eliza-
beth were married in Monksilver
Parish Church. Elizabeth returned to
Buckland Abbey as mistress of the
house.

Buckland Abbey boasts a fine tithe
barn, some splendid formal and infor-
mal gardens and a quadrangle of
outhouses that have been converted
into workshops used by local crafts-
people to make and sell their wares.
The stables had also been converted
into a rustic but charming tearoom.
We visited all of these after our inter-
esting, educational visit to the
intriguing building.

Our journey home across the moor
introduced us to further soothing
delights of its wild occupants, an end
to amemorable day.



