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Also open
Sundays inc.
Xmas Eve

Step in from our rather small frontage to reveal another world inside
that expands like the tardis overflowing with such an astonishing

array of gifts that you won’t know where to look first!

NNoott  oonnllyy  ffaammeedd  bbrraannddss  lliikkee  EEmmmmaa  BBrriiddggeewwaatteerr  mmuuggss  aanndd  jjuuggss
pplluuss  hheerr  bbeesstt--sseelllliinngg  ttiinnwwaarree  ((bbooyyss  mmoonneeyy  bbooxxeess  oonnllyy  ££11..9955))

SSiimmoonn  DDrreeww  aapprroonnss  aanndd  wwiittttyy  bbooookkss  ((ggoooodd  ffoorr  mmeenn))
bbuutt  mmaannyy  iinnddiivviidduuaall  iitteemmss  tthhaatt  aarree  hhaarrddeerr  ttoo  ffiinndd  eellsseewwhheerree

iinnccll..  oonnee--ooffff  ssccaarrvveess  aanndd  jjeewweelllleerryy  ppeerrssoonnaallllyy  sseelleecctteedd  iinn  IInnddiiaa
WWoonnddeerrffuull  aarroommaass  ffrroomm  oouurr  rraannggee  ooff  ttooiilleettrriieess  aanndd  ccaannddlleess

110000ss  ooff  ccuusshhiioonnss  aanndd  pprraaccttiiccaall  ddrraauugghhtt  eexxcclluuddeerrss
pplluuss  llooaaddss  ooff  iinnnnoovvaattiivvee  ssttoocckkiinngg  ffiilllleerrss  ffoorr  aallll  aaggeess

Glorious Xmas decorations and ribbons by Gisela Graham -
from traditional garlands to the outrageously kitsch

large selection of cards inc. religious images, family and charity

HHuuggee  cchhooiiccee  ooff  PPiillggrriimm JJeewweellss  ffeeaattuurriinngg  SSwwaarroovvsskkii  ccrryyssttaallss
ssuummppttuuoouuss  eemmbbrrooiiddeerreedd  aanndd  bbeeaaddeedd  aacccceessssoorriieess
iinncc..  ccaarrppeett--ssttyyllee  wweeeekkeenndd  bbaaggss  wwiitthh  lleeaatthheerr  ttrriimm

CCoossttuummee  aanndd  ssiillvveerr  jjeewweelllleerryy  ffoorr  aallll  aaggeess  aanndd  ppoocckkeettss

Look stunning for the special day in our Adini Velvets
or walk the dog on Boxing Day in a cosy Pachamama Cardi

DDoonn’’tt  ffoorrggeett  ttoo  llooookk  ffoorr  llaarrggeerr  ggiiffttss  uuppssttaaiirrss  ((vviiaa  ccllootthheess))  iinncc..
SSppeeccttaaccuullaarr  nneeww  cchhaannddeelliieerrss,,  llaammppss,,  vvaasseess  aanndd  mmuucchh  mmoorree

or buy Jellycats online @ www.stores.ebay.co.uk/Carousel-Pig
and Pilgrim @ www.carouselpig.co.uk

CAROUSEL PIG
9 High Street  Tel: 01984 624556

85555

OUR PLAYGROUP IN
WIVELISCOMBE OFFERS

FREE SESSIONS PER
TERM TO 3 & 4 YEAR OLDS

FOR TERM AFTER 3rd BIRTHDAY

Please book early to avoid
disappointment

RING 07816 387488/01984 623942
Speak to Ros

85557

Where quality speaks for itself

Waterrow, Nr Taunton, TA4 2BE
01398 361516
www.handleyfarm.co.uk

email: Linda.handleyfarm@btinternet.com

HHaannddlleeyy  FFaarrmmHHaannddlleeyy  FFaarrmm

A C C O M M O D A T I O N
Bed & Breakfast Barn Suites

(Visit Britain Farmhouse Five Star Gold Award)

Self Catering Cottages
(Visit Britain Self Catering Four Star)

Where quality speaks for itself
85
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blackdown
ARBORICULTURE

TREE SURGERY
Cable Bracing
Crown Reduction and Thinning
Pruning and Hedge Trimming
Stump Removal and Treatment
Dead and Dangerous Tree Removal
Insurance Work Undertaken

ESTATE MANAGEMENT
Fencing

Tree and Hedge Planting and Aftercare
Hedge Laying/Coppicing

Noxious Weed Control
Vegetation Clearance

Woodland Thinning
Wildlife Management/Pest Control

INDEPENDENT L.O.L.E.R. ASSESSOR

Calvin Beck (CERT ARB) N.P.T.C./LANTRA

01823 661791 or 07787 847423
email: blackdownarb@tiscali.co.uk

24 Walkers Gate, Wellington, Somerset

Full public and employers liability insurance - all work carried out to BS 3998

85
77

6

CHRISTMAS shopping
shouldn’t have to be under-
taken with the same grim
determination as an assault
course through the steamy
swamps of some alien terrain;
with a bit of planning and the
application of the following
magic formula it could be a
reasonably enjoyable exer-
cise: Location + Inspiration +
organisation + treats for the
shopper.

Location = local in this
case; there is a huge range of
interesting, affordable and
original goods within the 10
Parishes area and we hope to
inspire you with some of the
ideas we’ve had. We’ve also
come across a few websites
which may help in buying
gifts for those hard-to-please
people.

Milverton (December 2nd)
and Wiveliscombe (December
9th) Community Markets are
a source of excellent home-
made cakes, biscuits, jams
and local honey which are all
useful as small individual
gifts or ideal as part of a ham-
per of local produce, which
could also include some Som-
erset Cider Brandy. 

Thornes, The Larder and
West Somerset Farmed Veni-
son all provide quality food
for your own Christmas cook-
ing, as well as pates and
cheeses for gifts. Cotleigh and
Exmoor ales also make great
presentation packs of bottled
beers. 

You could buy delicious
local ingredients, cook a spe-
cial dinner, and wash up, as a
gift.

Make flavoured vodkas by
adding chilli, lemons, fruits or
even rhubarb and custard
sweets (it works!) and decant
into an interesting bottle.

Find an attractive new or
‘vintage’ tin and fill it with
home made fudge, truffles or
treacle toffee (Google for
recipes).

Wivey Hardware has a
wide range of kitchen gad-
gets, including garlic presses,

tiny whisks, lemon zesters,
storage boxes and very rea-
sonable champagne glasses;
an ideal hunting ground for
gifts for cooks or student flat
dwellers.

If you fancy giving some-
thing arty the recent Somerset
Arts Weeks showed what a
tremendous range of talented
craftspeople and artists we
have in the area; potters,
ceramicists, textile artists,
stained glass artists, print
makers, painters and jew-
ellers. Many of them would
be pleased to discuss commis-
sions or sell from their current
body of work. Look them up
on www.somersetartweek.
org.uk.  

Or for a truly personal gift,
commission a pencil drawing
portrait, from John Alder
(john@artfoyer. co.uk).

David Bond at Wivelis-
combe Post Office has
photographed and produced a
10 Parishes calendar for 2007.

Carousel Pig is a goldmine
of gifts; scarves, shawls, jew-
ellery, decorated bags of
many designs, mugs, jugs,
stocking fillers, candles of all
colours and sizes, potpourri,
throws, and the all important
glitzy party frock or outfit to
make a real impact. 

The Courthouse has many
decorative items to give that
French or Country House
look, including tiny ceramic
boxes, candlesticks, and  ori-
ental rugs. Or buy some fabric
and fabric accessories to cus-
tom make a cushion. Treat
yourself, or someone else, to a
stylish leather bag or wallet
and then reward self with a
scrumptious coffee and cake.

The Pharmacy has tradi-
tional English soaps and
toiletries, which would delight
friends at home or abroad.

The North Street Garden

Shop has items for gardening
friends; new secateurs, gar-
dening gloves, a trowel or
small fork. Buy someone a
magnificent bouquet of flow-
ers, a Christmas door wreath,
a pot of bulbs or buy a bowl
and plant up some hyacinths. 

Don’t forget Christmas
treats for pets, that can also be
used to bribe Bonzo when
you don’t want to take him
for a walk in the rain.

Younger drivers would
probably appreciate motoring
accessories or a tank of petrol
from Jones’ Garage.

Or what about driving
lessons form Matt Reid.

Take friends or family out
for a meal at a local pub or
restaurant, dress up and make
an occasion of it, hire trans-
port so you can all enjoy
yourselves.

And if you still need some
more ideas, how about giving
some hours of gardening or
car valetting, aromatherapy
treatments, yoga classes, a
session at the hairdressers,
some good hair products, ten-
nis coaching or membership
of Cinema Obscura - look in
the Messenger for contacts.

Theatre vouchers, a maga-
zine subscription, a trip on the
West Somerset Railway, cine-
ma vouchers, National Trust

membership or a day of coun-
try sports would all be a
delight to receive.

Buy someone a novel, any-
thing that they’d enjoy from
the Mann Booker prizewinner
to the latest blockbuster, and a
box of really good chocolates
to munch at the same time as
they read.

If you still need more
ideas, then these two websites
have some intriguing retro-
style finds from cushions
made of silk scarves to enam-
el milk pans - www.
re-foundobjects.com and
www.labourandwait.com 

John Lewis is a really good
quality departmental store
with an excellent online
ordering and delivery service
-www.johnlewis.com

So, as you sit beside your
Langford Lakes Christmas
tree ticking off your gift list,
with your own ‘reward’ safely
purchased, you find that there
is just one person for whom
all our suggestions fail, and
that it really is down to the
box of hankies; look at
www.Atishoo.co.uk for the
most wonderful wild designs
in presentation boxes of 3 for
£18.  

Merry Christmas shopping. 
IA and HM

Christmas shopping
in Wiveliscombe


