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Need to send a Christmas gift to someone at the other end of the
country? Visit the Cotleigh Brewery online shopping website! We

will mail beer to England, Wales and parts of Scotland.
Buy Cases Direct from the Brewery, Ford Road.

Red Nose Reinbeer (12x500ml)  £18.00!
15 bottle mixed case (15 x 500ml) £24.95

The mixed case contains 5 award winning Cotleigh beers!!
Special Price for 20 Litre (38 pints) Red Nose

Polypin £49.50, Tawny Polypin £46.00
sales@cotleighbrewery.com. Tel. 01984 624086

www.cotleighbrewery.com

December
Gift Parties!! Internet Shopping!
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Peter H. Mitchell
Painter & Decorator

Established over 10 years

• Free Estimates
• Interior and Exterior
• Domestic and Commercial Work
• Wallpaper and Lightweight Coving Specialist
• Competitive Rates

16 Lion D’Angers, Wiveliscombe TA4 2PN
Telephone 01984 624029
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Langford Lakes Security Systems
Burglar alarms – Security 

Lighting CCTV – Beams etc

Specialising in neat, tidy installations 
at affordable prices

Call Shaun Hendy
OFFICE: 01823 660905 

24 hour: 07702 168724
YOUR NEW LOCAL COMPANY 85544

ZACHARY TRUMP
MOBILE:

07788 810576

woodlouseconservation@hotmail.com

CONSERVATION, RESTORATION
& BUILDING WORKS

• LIME PLASTERING & RENDERING • LIME WASHING •
• STONEWORK & POINTING • PAINTING & DECORATING •

• GENERAL BUILDING WORKS •
85546

We are a small, friendly, fun club 
which anyone can join 

regardless of ability and we play 
throughout the year!

● Rusty racquets – for those getting back to the sport:
Mondays 7.30 pm

● Adult improvers lesson: Wednesdays 9.30 am – 10.30 am

● Coaching sessions for children with our club coach: Fridays 4.30 pm

● Coaching for adults also available by appointment

● A chance to play in both league and friendly matches

For details of the above and a lot more, contact
the secretary, Helena Trump on 01984 624409 85
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ANDROMEDA GARDEN
SERVICES

A local service offering all aspects of garden
maintenance including fencing and patios

D. M. Jones
H: 01984 624920/ M: 07971 789501 85
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Dec 2nd: Mrs Bart’s
Christmas Fair, Batheal-
ton Villlage Hall,  2.30pm

Dec 2nd: Bingo at Wivelis-
combe Community
Centre, 7.30pm

Dec 5th: Wiveliscombe
and District Floral Art
Club - Christmas Open
Demonstration by Mary
Fielden -”The Twelve
Days of Christmas”, at
Wiveliscombe Primary
School, 7.00 for 7.30pm.
Tickets £6.50 to include
refreshments, all wel-
come.

Dec 6th: Wiveliscombe
Garden Club - ‘Photogra-
phy in the Garden
throughout the seasons’
by Paul Handy, 7.30pm,
Primary School

Dec 8th: Wiveliscombe
Primary School PTFA
Christmas Craft Fair,
6pm-8pm.

Dec 9th: Kittisford Christ-
mas Dinner at
Brookbank, 7.30pm

Dec 10th: Ashbrittle PCC
Christmas Sale in Village
Hall

Dec 20th: Wiveliscombe
Rugby Club Bingo,
7.30pm (NOT 13th)

Dec 21st: Christmas Sin-
galong, Appley Pavillion 

Jan 2nd: No Wiveliscombe
Garden Club meeting

Jan 21st: The Sun, Cine-
ma Obscura, Wivelis-
combe Primary School,
7.30pm

Feb 6th: Wiveliscombe
Garden Club - ‘Creating a
Wildflower Garden’ by Dr
Gavin Haig, 7.30pm, Pri-
mary School

EDWARD Thomas, in
his poetical works writ-
ten in the early 1900s,
gives us a remarkable
sense of the beauty of
England’s countryside. 

He wrote these lines
about the South Downs, but
the sentiment applies equal-
ly well to our Wivey
landscape.

“...That is how I should
make hills had I to show

One who had not seen
them what hills were like...”

If we take the road from
Wiveliscombe that goes
north to Monksilver, or
south to Bathealton and
beyond, or west through
Waterrow, we find, today,
many hills that we would
‘make’ to delight, say, the
unpractised traveller from
the flat lands of Holland.

The countryside has
evolved over the centuries.
But . . . by whose hand has
it been made? Was it the
city dwellers and planners,
or, perhaps, the Rural Dis-
trict Discussion Groups,
who formed our vistas? It
was not! 

It was the farmers and the
gamekeepers who secured
the legacy that we see
around us.

Of the farmers we hear
much, but it is not these
unsung heroes of Arcadia
that concern us now!

It is the gamekeepers of
the 21st century to whom

our attention is drawn.
There are some 5,000 in

the United Kingdom, and
more than 7 million hectares
(17.3 million acres) are
under their care. This repre-
sents an area larger than the
combined spread of Somer-
set, Devon, and Cornwall.

The gamekeeper’s prima-
ry duty, not surprisingly, is
to wildlife - be it bird or
quadruped - but this neces-
sarily means that many of
his working hours are spent
maintaining and improving
the habitats that are best
suited to his charges.

Not far from Wivey is the
Combe Sydenham Shoot. It
has its base on the estate,
but extends for 3,500 acres
(1,416 hectares) and incor-
porates adjacent forestry
land and farmland. 

In conversation with Pete
Conachie, who is one of
four gamekeepers employed
to look after the pheasant
population, I learned that
sporting shoots, such as his,
generate an estimated £20
million for the general area
of Exmoor. The figure is
closer to £400 million for
the United Kingdom as a
whole. This is a very signif-
icant contribution to our
rural economy.

Peter’s New Year, the
new cycle of life in the
wild, begins on 1st Febru-
ary, which is the end of the
shooting season. The fol-
lowing months are Living with Solar

Panels 2
IN the August issue of this paper I wrote about
how, after having our bungalow’s cavity walls
insulated for £200 under the Taunton
Deane/British Gas scheme and insulating our roof
space more effectively, we decided in May of this
year to have solar panels installed by a local firm. 

On our experience up to early July I was able to state
that we had no cause to use any gas for heating water from
the day the panels were attached to our roof. 

For the rest of July, with long days and much sunlight
the u/v collectors on the roof continued to supply us with
ample hot water.  August likewise and even during a grey
wet spell, the length of the days meant we never woke to
water temperatures less than 36C coming out of our taps or
shower. This temperature was fine for washing and show-
ers.

The only blip occurred when grandchildren visited one
weekend and a deep bath before bed meant the water
heaters had to be used briefly the next morning. 

And so it continued into September.  The first 10 days
were sunny and warm which meant ample hot water and no
need for central heating. 

However the shortening of the hours of daylight meant
reduced overall water temperatures.  Grey days in mid Sep-
tember showed how close we were to needing to use the
gas boiler to give us hot water - September 19th, sunny
most of the day, top of the tank temperature 43C at night-
fall,  39C next morning; September 20th, overcast all day,
top of the tank temperature 34C at nightfall, 32C next
morning; September 21st, variable sunny, top of the tank
temperature  36C at nightfall, 34C next morning.

The end of September had several days which were wet
and cloudy and each evening we checked the hot tank tem-
perature. If it was too low we put the hot water heating on
for half an hour in the morning. On most days the solar
panels were still giving heat to the water later in the day.

During October as the days got shorter and cooler we
decided to set the central heating and hot water to come on
early but briefly.  The increased insulation installed in the
walls and the roof  space really came into its own as no fur-
ther heating was needed all day.

The cost of our first summer? In 2005 from May to
October we used 296 units of gas. In 2006, over almost the
same period, we used 115 units, principally on cooking but
a little on heating in early October. This was a saving of
60% on last year’s gas use over the 5 summer months. 

This equals only about an 8% saving on the whole year,
but in 2007 we expect to benefit from the solar panels from
March/April as the longer hours of daylight take their
effect and the effects of greater insulation should reduce
the overall need for gas heating. 

At the time of writing, in early November, we get some
water heating most days (eg on a bright, crisp November
2nd while the air temperature was 5C, the temperature in
the heat exchanger on the roof was 59C at midday and the
hot water tank was 48C and rising.)  

We shall see what a full year’s benefit is eventually.
PS In October Taunton Deane Borough Council paid out

the £100 reduction in Council Tax that was part of the wall
insulation offer. A real bargain! 

B.C.

The Gamekeeper

A CAT with wings?
What? Yes, the Winged
Cat of Wiveliscombe, aka
Thomas Bessie, was
roaming the streets of
our town in the 1890s.

Apparently there was
nothing extraordinary
about his appearance
when he was a kitten but
as he grew Thomas
Bessie developed wings
about the size of a
pigeon’s and covered
with fur.

This wondrous beast,
who belonged to a local
lady, was mentioned in
the letters page of The
Sunday Times in the
1930s. There was a long
correspondence concern-
ing the appearance of
winged cats in Spain and
a Darwin inspired theory
about the evolution of

different varieties of
species. Obviously cats
were mutating in order
to be able to seize their
flying prey on the wing.

Thomas Bessie was
also featured in the
Strand Magazine Vol 18
page 599 where this pho-
tograph, taken by Mr G

W French of Wivelis-
combe, was printed.

Alison McKinley of
Carousal Pig provided
the initial material about
Thomas Bessie. 

What other Wivelis-
combe Wonders are
there? This could run
and run  . . . or fly.

dedicated to preparing for
the next season, which
begins on 1st October.

A brief summary of a
keeper’s year must start in
March when wild pheasants,
from which are bred the
next generation of chicks,
are captured. The hens and
cocks are collected in the
ratio 8:1. It is worth noting
that many of these breeding
birds will have been among
those that were released
during the previous summer. 

Some 60% of released
birds evade the guns, if not
the predators, and learn to
survive in the wild.

The gamekeeper will care
for the hens in the laying
pens, watch over their eggs
in incubation, and transfer
the resulting poults (young
birds) to ‘release pens’.
These pens are open to the
sky, but are wire-fenced at
ground level to keep out
foxes and other predators.
This is where the birds are
acclimatised, and when they
are about six weeks old they
will disperse into the wild.

To encourage the young
birds remain in the vicinity
of the shoot, a gamekeeper
will strive to provide an
environment where food
and shelter are plentiful. He
ensures that his charges
have sufficient ground cover
for their safety. This may be
in the form of kale, or other

suitable growths, that he has
planted himself.

The pheasants also favour
deciduous woodland. The
traditional coppicing of
such areas, and the exten-
sion of broadleaf plantations
over the centuries, has
resulted in some of the
finest views to be seen in
the English countryside. 

The keeper’s skills pro-
vide the space and light
needed for the regeneration
of the woodlands, and
enable the pheasants to find
safe roosting places
between the forest trees. 

The gamekeeper’s focus
on the environment also
provides a favourable habi-
tat for songbirds. These
small birds will take a share
of the pheasant’s winter
food, and will thrive in the
surroundings created for
their larger cousins. 

Unfortunately, in the
many millions of acres that
are not tended by game-
keepers, corvine numbers
(the crow, rook, etc.) domi-
nate, and severely limit the
songbird populations.  

Pete Conachie remarked
that “game keeping is a way
of life, and the job - in the
countryside of Somerset -
gives me the best workplace
I could ever want”. 

It is difficult to disagree
with him . . .

Simon Turnbull

The Wonderful World of Wiveliscombe 
(reprinted from issue number one)

DIARY
DATES


