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Deadline for 
next issue

THE deadline for copy for the February/March issue is
Thursday January 18th. All material can be sent or
delivered to Wiveliscombe House or sent by email to:
messenger@wiveliscombe.com

Our aim is to ensure that copies of the Messenger are
delivered and available to the community soon after
publication.
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Wiveliscombe Messenger publication dates for 2007:
8th February, 5th April, 7th June, 2nd August, 4th
October, 29th November

Delivery
dates

PAT & DAVID GRABHAM
(GRABHAM PLANT HIRE Ltd)

‘LINNETS HOUSE’
Fitzhead, Nr Taunton TA4 3JX

Established over
30 Years

ALL TYPES of EARTHWORKS
–––––––––––––––––

PAT GRABHAM
‘LINNETS’ Fitzhead, Nr Taunton TA4 3JX

(Visit Britain – Quality in Tourism Rating)

4 STAR SELF CATERING ACCOMMODATION
(National Accessible Scheme Ratings)

Mobility M3(A)   Hearing (H2)   Visual (V1)

Tel/Fax: 01823 400658
Mobiles: 07976 591612/3 and 07866 585082
We wish all our Customers a very Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year 85505

RETAIL SHOP OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY
8am – 1pm & 1.45pm – 5pm

FORD ROAD•WIVELISCOMBE
TEL. 01984 624273

★ 10 PIECE PLIER & WRENCH SET  . . . . . .£15.50
★ DIY COMPLETE PRESENTATION TOOL BOX
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£36.99
★ METAL HOLE SAW KITS . . . . . . . .FROM £28.99
★ 1800W ROUTER 1⁄2” COLLET SIZE  . . . . . .£52.00
★ 1200W MITRE SAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£56.99
★ 5 SPEED BENCH DRILL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£51.90
★ 1⁄2 HP DUST EXTRACTOR  . . . . . . . . . . . . .£299.00
★ 6” WIDE SURFACE PLANER  . . . . . . . . . .£162.00
★ 5 PIECE 18V CORDLESS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£375.00
PLUS MANY, MANY, MORE All Prices include VAT
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EDWARD
PRECISION SAWS

DIY
TOOLS

PRESENTS
WORTH GIVING!

SAMPLE
PRICES

74139
Wishing the community of Wiveliscombe a Very Merry Christmas

FINEST SOMERSET BEERS

★ Fresh Fruit and Vegetables ★
★ Homemade Pies, Quiches and Cakes ★

★ Fresh Fish ★
★ Fresh Bread (some baked in shop) ★

★ Free Range Eggs ★ Extensive Range of Cheeses ★
★ Dried Fruits and Pulses ★ Old Fashioned Sweets ★

LOCAL WINES, CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
HOME-MADE CHRISTMAS CAKES & PUDDINGS

We would like to wish all our customers

a Very Merry Christmas and a

Happy New Year

THE
LARDER
20 WEST STREET
WIVELISCOMBE

Tel. 01984 623236

85560

expertise and manage the
sale of advertising space if
the local committee would
take full responsibility for
putting the paper’s content
together. 

With support from
Kingsmead Community
Education, the Wivelis-
combe Civic Society and
with initial funding from
CFIRS (Communities First
in Rural Somerset) the first
issue of the Wiveliscombe
Messenger arrived in the
town on October 8th 1997.

Critical to the paper’s
emergence were Hilary
Miller and her husband
Adam. Working part-time in
the Kingsmead Community
Education office, her love
of the town, unwillingness
to let anything get in the
way and quality of vision
brought a small editorial
committee together, some of
whom have worked with

her ever since.  
Hilary was brought up in

Wiveliscombe, the daughter
of Marjory and Wilfrid
Miller, a teacher at the Pri-
mary School. She has a
great knowledge of its peo-
ple and ways of “doing
things”. 

Keeping the paper going
may have been a labour of
love, but it has meant regu-
lar meetings with the Free
Press team, and every two
months, editorial meetings,
collection of articles, prepa-
ration of the next paper’s
content, writing the editorial
and a wealth of decisions. 

Under her guidance the
paper has gained in quality
and gone from strength to
strength, acting as a record
of events past, notifying the
community of events to
come and providing an out-
let for a wide variety of
opinions and reflections.  

Copies are sent to most
continents and many peo-
ple, locally and far afield,
look forward to each next
issue. 

In this paper, No 56, it is
time to record our commu-
nity’s heartfelt thanks for all
the time and effort Hilary
has devoted to our paper.
She is now stepping down
from her role as co-coordi-
nator and handing over to
Avril Gadd.  

Avril will be known by
many of you, she has
worked in Adult Education
and at SCAT and is a mem-
ber of a number of local
groups. 

The editorial team has
changed over the past ten
years, but we trust that with
its new leader it will contin-
ue to serve and satisfy the
needs of our communities
for many more years.

BRC

LITTLE did I know, in 1996, when Brian
Collingridge and Tim Nightingale, then
Director of Community Education for the
Wiveliscombe area, approached me to help
co-ordinate a community newspaper that
they were planning, in partnership with the
West Somerset Free Press, that I would be
still doing it ten years later.

However, it is time for a change and life
without deadlines. I am delighted that Avril
Gadd has agreed to become  the new Mes-
senger Co-ordinator; her undoubted skills
will ensure the Messenger continues to
flourish.

From the very beginning the Editorial
Team has been a tremendous source of
expertise and information, they give of their
time freely and with great good humour
even when asked to write 300 words to
meet an impossible deadline. 

Our record, so far, is copy emailed at
7am for a 10am handover to the West Som-
erset Free Press ready for publication.

David Tucker, Gareth Purcell and John
Lockyer at the WSFP have been endlessly
patient; their professionalism and always-

available advice ensures that the Messenger
you receive is a quality newspaper. 

We are unique in our partnership
between a national media company, Tindle
Newspapers, owners of the WSFP, and a
community newspaper put together by an
editorial team of local people. 

Adam Hope has been responsible for
much of the development of the Messen-
ger’s use of electronic media; few people
emailed their articles or photographs in
1996, now nearly everyone does. 

Our loyal advertisers, Pam Gaines, who
co-ordinates the delivery to the town and 10
Parishes, her Scouts and the local neigh-
bourhood deliverers, are all central to the
Messenger’s success.

This editorial is getting to sound like a
night at the Oscars; I’ll be thanking the cat,
next, for not sitting on the Messenger every
time we try to proof read it. 

So, Good Wishes for Christmas and
every Happiness in 2007 to everyone
involved in producing the Messenger, our
advertisers, delivers, contributors and read-
ers. Hilary Miller

A change at the top
IN December 1996 a
household survey
across the Wivelis-
combe/Ten Parishes
area identified that
many people would
welcome a regular
source of information
about what was going
on.   

A small working party of

concerned local people, Tim
Nightingale, Hilary Miller
and Brian Collingridge, set
out to find an answer.  

Clive Greenbeck, the edi-
tor of the occasional news
sheet, The Bugle, was not
interested in producing a
regular paper, so the group
negotiated with the West
Somerset Free Press.

They agreed to print the
paper, provide professional

Hiilary Miller and Adam Hope


